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Estimated Returns to Finishing Steer Calves, Iowa 
 -------------------------------------------- Production Periods -------------------------------------------- 

Purchased: Jun-14 Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 
Sold: Feb-15 Mar-15 Apr-15 May-15 

 (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 

560 lb Steer Calf     

Purchase price, $/cwt ...................  250.13  259.16   273.82   271.69  
Purchase cost, $/hd .....................   1,451.27   1,533.37   1,521.46   1,555.59  

     

Costs of Producing 
1300 lb Finished Steer 

    

Feed costs     
Corn, $/hd ....................................   188.56   188.71   190.82   191.27  
Modified distiller grain, $/hd .........   98.81   101.61   107.06   113.87  
Hay, $/hd .....................................   99.61   97.29   95.30   94.73  
Supplement & mineral, $/hd .........   19.26   19.15   19.14   19.42  

Total, $/hd  406.24   406.76   412.32   419.28  
Nonfeed costs     

Variable costs, $/hd .....................   95.41   101.93   101.66   101.84  
Operating interest, $/hd................   60.31   62.85   62.52   63.85  
Fixed costs, $/hd ..........................   52.08   52.08   52.08   52.08  

Total, $/hd  207.80   216.86   216.27   217.76  
     

Returns to Marketing 
1300 lb Finished Steer1 

    

Total Costs, $/hd .................................   2,065.31   2,156.98   2,150.05   2,192.64  
Breakeven price, $/live cwt .................   158.87   165.92   165.39   168.66  
Selling price, $/live cwt ........................   159.64   163.09   163.86   160.51  
Sales value, $/hd ................................   2,075.32   2,120.17   2,130.18   2,086.63  
Less death loss, $/hd ..........................   29.55   30.20   30.33   29.65  
Profit (loss), $/hd .................................   (19.54)  (67.02)  (50.20)  (135.66) 
Manure credit, $/hd .............................   12.71   12.84   12.72   13.09  
Total profit (loss), $/hd ........................   (6.83)  (54.18)  (37.48)  (122.57) 
1Costs of Producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to maketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis.   
Source:  Ag Econ Department, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University. 

 

Estimated Returns to Finishing Yearling Steers, Iowa 
 -------------------------------------------- Production Periods -------------------------------------------- 

Purchased: Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 
Sold: Feb-15 Mar-15 Apr-15 May-15 

 (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 
     

750 lb Feeder Steer     
Purchase price, $/cwt ...................   231.95   244.05   238.46   237.52  
Purchase cost, $/hd .....................   1,739.59   1,830.40   1,788.43   1,781.40  
     

Costs of Producing 1300 lb 
Finished Steer 

    

Feed costs     
Corn, $/hd ....................................   148.08   152.10   155.56   155.67  
Modified distiller grain, $/hd .........   68.02   73.63   81.19   88.38  
Hay, $/hd .....................................   45.65   44.97   45.22   45.81  
Supplement & mineral, $/hd .........   12.17   12.21   12.17   12.34  

Total, $/hd  273.93   282.91   294.14   302.19  
     
Nonfeed costs     

Variable costs, $/hd .....................   54.15   60.57   59.14   59.10  
Operating interest, $/hd................   42.61   43.94   43.13   43.06  
Fixed costs, $/hd ..........................   33.22   33.22   33.22   33.22  

Total, $/hd  129.97   137.73   135.49   135.38  
     

Returns to Marketing 1300 lb 
Finished Steer1 

    

Total Costs, $/hd .................................   2,143.49   2,251.04   2,218.06   2,218.97  
Breakeven price, $/live cwt .................   164.88   173.16   170.62   170.69  
Selling price, $/live cwt ........................   159.64   163.09   163.86   160.51  
Sales value, $/hd ................................   2,075.32   2,120.17   2,130.18   2,086.63  
Less death loss, $/hd ..........................   20.03   20.44   20.51   20.06  
Profit (loss), $/hd .................................   (88.20)  (151.31)  (108.39)  (152.40) 
Manure credit, $/hd .............................   8.09   8.17   8.10   8.33  
Total profit (loss), $/hd ........................   (80.11)  (143.14)  (100.30)  (144.07) 
1Costs of Producing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis and returns to maketing 1,300 lb finished steer on a per finished steer basis.    
Source:  Ag Econ Department, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University. 

 


